Family Newsletter
From the Executive Director, John Nelsen:
Wow! It seems like the year just started and here we are at Winter Break. Let me start by wishing every one of you a warm, safe, and happy
holiday season. The kids are doing well in academics, but, do need some extra help with arithmetic at home. We are having our first “Family Math Night” on
December 18th, 5:30 -7:00pm (see article in this issue). Please come have fun and learn how to help your child develop their math skills. Our facility is
holding up as we enter the cold season. We had to do some repairs to our boilers, but otherwise, “so far so good!” Carline is getting out of hand again, so
we will be needing to reinforce our rules more stringently. Also, for the safety of our neighbors, we all need to stop cutting through the Apartment complex
on 181st.

-John Nelsen. Executive Director

December Dates to Remember
Rockwood Preparatory Academy’s (RPA’s) mission is to provide
excellence and justice in education by ensuring that ALL
students (K-6) can demonstrate rock-solid reading, arithmetic,
spelling, and writing skills. We provide a model public elementary
school (K-6) that dispels the myth that racial background and
economic status are determinative factors in a child’s ability to
reach high-levels of academic achievement.

 Snowball Fight Fundraiser - ALL Month

 Penguin Patch - Dec. 1- 19th (8:30-9:00)






Math Literacy Night- Dec 18th. (5:30-7PM cafeteria)
Winter clothing Exchange -Dec. 18th (5-7:30 in cafeteria)
Winter Bake Sale – Dec. 18th (5-7:30 in cafeteria)
Winter Break – Dec 20 - Jan 7th

WINTER IS HERE!!!
DRESS YOUR CHILD IN A WARM COAT and SWEATER

EVERY DAY
Is your Child getting the

most

out of Every school day?

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18th
5:30-7:00
Come have fun and learn how to support your student’s
math achievement at home!

IN recent weeks we have had days when as many as 20%
(50+) of our students arrive at school late. This is a
hardship on office staff and teachers. Most of all, it impacts
time available for classroom learning. We will soon begin
calling homes of the children with chronic tardiness. How
can you help?
PLEASE MAKE AN EXTRA EFFORT TO GET
YOU CHILD TO SCHOOL BY 8:30AM

A GREAT BIG RPA “THANK YOU” TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
We couldn’t do it without you! Our deepest gratitude to all RPA family members whom
have volunteered with tasks such as cutting dojo dollars, making flyers, book fair, signing
our school up for fundraisers, making copies, and laminating! Props to: Kerry Collins,
Pamela Dale, Lute Richards, Kristine Regalado, Connie Contreras, Daisy Velasco, Ruth
Miller, Emilia Gomez, Paula Likes, Alejandra Aquilar, Krystal Marino,Sabrina Osborne,
Catey DeSantis, and Gabriela Herrarte.
Sorry if we missed anyone. You are all so appreciated!

FROM THE TEACHERS
Hello from Kindergarten! We are going on a field trip to OMSI this month to find out how things move! We will also have
discussions and projects in our classrooms that focus on force and motion. We are getting closer and closer to becoming REAL
book readers. Please make sure your child is practicing their sounds and words every day and you are taking time to read books
at home. December 19th is the last day of school before winter break, packets will be sent home so that you can help keep those
little minds sharp! Please make sure your child completes this extra work during the break. Since we are not having a winter
concert this year, Ms. Qutub’s class will be having a mini concert and Christmas party on the 19th. Parents are invited from 1:453pm. Have a safe and happy holiday!
- Ms. Qutub & Ms. Pescitelli
First grade is having a great school year! We have been learning to count backwards with large numbers and count by hundreds to
one thousand. Make sure to practice this counting at home. It can be as easy as counting in the car or before dinner! We are
looking forward to the Family Math Night on Tuesday December 18th. Everyone is invited! We are excited for our first movie night
on December 14th! Make sure you are continuing to read to your child everyday for 20-30 minutes and going on MobyMax. Keep
checking Class Dojo! Have a warm an safe Winter break and holiday season!
-Ms. Cortez & Ms. Bahgat
Seasons greetings from 2nd grade! We have been having a wonderful time learning about travel, warm and cold-blooded animals,
deductions and so much more in our reading and language time. In spelling we are continuing to work on our “c”, “k”, “oy” and “oi”
patterns. In math we’ve been diving into complicated word problems and count-by (multiplication) problems! 2nd grade as a team
has been having an on-going conversation on what it means to whole-body listen and the difference between hearing and lisening.
Thank you for sharing your wonderful kiddos with us each day and have a wonderful winter vacation! P.S. please remember to
send your child with a winter coat, it’s getting chilly out there!
-Mrs. Bulich and Ms. Bond
3rd grade is really getting into the swing of things and getting kicked into gear! We are learning so many great things, like number
family word problems that involve start and end, as well as different parts of sentences like nouns, pronouns and verbs. We are
super excited to end the year off strong, and start 2019 off strong!
-Ms. Lybarger and Ms. Linn
Burr! It’s December! Our 4th grade class has been working hard academically, as well as fundraising. We just concluded our tamale
fundraiser, and have raised enough to fully fund a few of our field trips for the spring. We are learning about factual articles, and
have started learning about fraction conversions. We will be sending your child with a packet over winter break to keep them
academically occupied. Thank you for allowing us to be part of your child’s academic success and we hope to continue having a
great school year. - Mr. Morgan & Ms. Gaines
In 5th grade, regarding homework, whatever your child does not finish in class is homework. This may look different for each
individual. If your child completes their work in school, they should be reading or on Moby Max for homework. One last reminder; if
you have not signed up for Class Dojo, please do so! It is a great tool to keep you in the know about homework, activities, school
closings, etc. If you are not sure how to set it up email us at enickelby@rockwoodprep.org or aderemer@rockwoodprep.org. Thank
you for all that you do! Have a great Winter break!!
-Ms. Nickleby & Ms. DeRemer
Happy December 6th Grade Families! I have received many reports about the strength of the Thanksgiving celebrations out there
and I was pleased to hear them. Winter break is just around the frozen corner but between now and then we have some work to do.
We are making steady progress in reading and in language we have been practicing writing well organized paragraphs which soon
we will be using to build quality essays. Please do me a favor and ask you child what interest is. We have been talking about money
and finance and, in my opinion, interest is the foundational concept. Please continue to contact me with any questions or issues and,
as ever, thank you.
- Mr. Walker
ELL is carrying on with First and Second grade, reading the Ukrainian Fairytale, "The Mitten" describing winter weather and
creatures' habitats in the forest. Third grade has taken on a Readers Theater story about Snowmen, learning how to read with
expression and articulate each. Fourth and Fifth began with an interest in bats and their unique adaptations for survival. We
have continued with Spiders and. Sixth grade has been part of the planning and coordinating for our after school program. They
have come up with topics and experiments for Fun Science, and established team etiquette and support for Soccer and Basketball.
They researched and used technical writing skills for lesson planning, and communicated clear expectations for our participants."
- Mrs. Peoples and Mrs. Pease

Have You Been Receiving Weekly POSSIP Text Messages?
Out of over 500 RPA Parents Only 25-30 Are Responding Weekly!

If you are not getting the weekly text/email please contact Maria Ramos in the school office.
(mramos@rockwoodprep.org).

POSSIP lets you (parents/guardians) share feedback every week through text or email. You can choose to share your
name – or you can share anonymously. Your comments shape our conversations and impact our decision making. Please
be a part of making our school great!

We would love to hear what praise you have – or critical feedback!

The Annual RPA
SNOWBALL FIGHT
Is On!

Show off your holiday baking skills!
Contributing your favorite holiday goody to

The RPA Winter Bake Sale!
The Sale will be held at the Family Math Night
on Tuesday, Dec. 18th from 5:30 -7
(While supplies last)

Snowball Fight fundraiser for the month of
December. $1 for a snowballs to throw at other
classrooms. Classroom with the least snowballs
will win a snow cone party! Snowballs will be
sold before school in the gym and the cafeteria.

PENGUIN PATCH!
KEEP AN EYE OUT! Soon your student(s) will be bringing home an envelope for the RPA
“Penguin Patch.” On Friday December 7th and 14th classes will be visiting the Patch, getting a
class and individual picture with “Jenny the Penguin”, and visiting the “Patch Store” where your
student can purchase holiday trinkets that make great little gifts for friends, family, or just for fun!

RPA gets 20% of sales and additional bonus points toward the purchase of needed equipment and supplies!

THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR SUPPORTING THIS EFFORT!!

Here's to our own RPA student actors & Techs in the Gresham Little
Theater production of Murder in Merry Dosa! They created
wonderful old west characters and held their own alongside the
adult actors!
On stage: Keira Meredith Lyndin Rogers
Cadence Lopez
Abby Pisha
Danica Johnston
Offstage: Alejandro Farfan
Logan Lopez

Spring production auditions coming up in
February.....parents and students,
"Come Play With Us!"

Mr.

Thank you to all RPA Teachers and Staff for
your support towards the success of our Fall
after school activities program. It takes a village!
We will begin again after the first of the year but
with a new model….Keep us in your thoughts!
Volunteer instructors needed
mpeoples@rockwoodprep.org

Thank you most sincerely to these
Instructors and Student Stars;;
Lidia & Willy Trigueros Luis Ayala Kate Baker
Eric Nelsen
Karsten Becker
Alice Munoz
Angelina Lopez
Leslie Ramos Alondra Vizcarra
Jorge Garcia Saimen Marroquin
Alejandro Farfan Jose Diaz Elias Licona

Nelsen’s Silly Joke of the Month!

“How does a penguin build its house?“
“Igloos it together!”

FINAL NOTE: Spotlight on Darcy Qutub:
One of the unsung heroes at RPA is kindergarten teacher Ms. Darcy Qutub. Darcy is an experienced
professional with an extraordinary amount of commitment to her students. She is a master teacher committed
to basic skills acquisition for everyone in her classroom. Her loving but firm style is as effective as it is
appreciated by her students, parents and colleagues alike. Her energy and positive attitude make every day a
little brighter for all. Please take a moment this month to say “hello” and join us in saying “Thank You Ms.
Qutub!”

